It gives me great pleasure to present this special EURO-ELSO 2019 edition with selected reviewed manuscripts and abstracts of presentations during the congress. This is the second of hopefully many more years of collaboration. This year particularly has been a significant milestone, the dates of the congress being earlier and final decision for collaboration meant that the time period for submission, review and acceptance needed enormous efforts and for this I must congratulate the staff of our publisher Sage, Editorial board at Perfusion, especially Section editors, Mark Kurusz, John Toomasian and Geoff Lockwood.
Finally, this issue would not have seen the light without the resolute dedication of both Jan Belohlavek and Roberto Lorusso -our Supplement Associate editors for this issue. Their endeavours to encourage timely submissions, reviews, corrections and re-reviews has culminated in the success of this scientific pursuit.
The adaptation of extracorporeal life support technology in various disciplines has exponentially expanded indications, enterprising access innovations along with meticulous evaluation resulting in higher safety and success for our patients. This is testimony to the success of EURO-ELSO with increasing attendances at the annual meeting and greater participation. I am impressed by the depth and range of discussed topics as well as the scientific impact of these presentations. My congratulations to President Alain Coombes and the board for their vision in foreseeing the programme of the 2019 EuroELSO.
My best wishes for a very successful, collaborative and constructive congress and I hope you appreciate the manuscripts and abstracts published in this special EuroELSO issue.
"It is not because things are difficult that we do not dare, it is because we do not dare that they are difficult. " Lucius Annaeus Seneca -Roman Statesman -5 BC -65 AD Prakash P Punjabi Chief Editor -Perfusion Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgeon NHLI, Imperial College Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust Hammersmith Hospital London UK
